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Sound Transit taps team for $160 million
housing project in downtown Federal Way
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Sound Transit on Monday said it will award to Multi-Service Center and Blue Ridge Cascade the development contract for this 230-unit
affordable housing project next to the Federal Way Downtown Station. Blue Ridge Cascade is the new name of Shelter Resources Inc.,
the longtime Bellevue-based developer of affordable housing.
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Story Highlights

e Sound Transit awarded contract for 230 affordable downtown Federal
Way apartments.

e Construction expected to start in late 2028 with estimated cost of
$160 million.

e Over 90% of units will be family-sized two-to-four-bedroom homes.

A longtime South King County human services nonprofit and a national housing
developer with roots in Bellevue will get the contract to develop some 230

affordable apartments in downtown Federal Way.

Sound Transit on Monday announced the deal, noting that more than 90% of the
homes are proposed to be family-sized units of two to four bedrooms. Federal
Way Public Schools’ website says nearly 11% of the district's 22,300 students are

homeless and more than three-quarters qualify for free or reduced meals.

General contractor Walsh Construction will build the project. Sound Transit says

construction is expected to start in late 2028. Perkins Eastman is the architect.
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The development is being designed to be affordable to households that make 30%
to 60% of the area median income, which in Federal Way is up to $82,144.

The estimated development cost is $160 million, Amanda Santo, chief operations
officer at Multi-Service Center, the nonprofit partner on the project, said in an
interview. The nonprofit's partner is Blue Ridge Cascade, the new name of

longtime Bellevue-based affordable housing developer Shelter Resources Inc.

Related coverage

e Sound Transit starts testing light rail cars on I-90 floating bridge

e Sound Transit breaks ground on Federal Way light rail extension

The developers are proposing a cafe led by Project Feast, a nonprofit that serves
refugees and immigrants through food-focused programming. This would
include a commercial kitchen in partnership with Fusion, the Federal Way-based
nonprofit that provides housing and support services to families.

A child care facility also is proposed for the property, today a vacant lot on 23rd
Avenue South next to the Federal Way Downtown Station.

The development site is one of two planned for the area, which totals more than 6
acres across four blocks. The city envisions a compact, mixed-use, mixed-income
and walkable urban center.
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Development partners are to be selected for the second development site.

For more stories like this one, sign up for the Business Journal’s free morning

and afternoon daily newsletters or download our free app.

The Federal Way Downtown Station is part of the suburb's plans for its City
Center, which got a major boost Dec. 6, when light rail service to Federal Way
began with the opening of the 7.8-mile extension of the 1 Line from SeaTac. The
milestone came 17 years after voters approved the Sound Transit 2 ballot measure

and five years after the $3.2 billion project broke ground.

“This project advances a long-held vision for Downtown Federal Way shared by
both the city of Federal Way and Sound Transit,” King County Councilmember
and Sound Transit board member Pete von Reichbauer said in a news release. “By
creating a vibrant mixed-use, mixed-income community adjacent to transit,

we’re beginning to deliver on that goal.”

0000000

Largest construction projects in the Puget
Sound region

Estimated project cost
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Rank Prior Rank Project
1 Microsoft Campus Refresh
2 East Link extension
4 The Spring District
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